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Btroductan

The AllmceofCanad mn Cien a, TelevBbn and Rad » Artists AQCTIR A)welkon esthe

0 ppo rtun iy to partcipate i the pre-budget con sultatmn heari gsofthe Stand i g

Com n iteeon France. ACIRABanatmnalorgan aten ofprofessenalperform ersworkig
i the BnglBh-kan guage recored n ed B § Canada. ACTR Arepresen tsthe i terestsof 2,000
nen bersacrssCanada,thefoundaton ofCanada Shighl acclam ed prfessin al

perforn 1gcon n un & . ACTR ASn en bers i clude the acti g professanalsthat brigto li¥e
the creati ky of Canada Swriers, d rectors, and producers. Th By ear, ACIR Acekbrates is

60" Ann mersary.

ACTR ABavocaladvocate forthe preservatmn and stren gthen i gofCanad mn cukure and
creati iy . Theorgan katmn playsalkalignlk i1 cwalibnsfortheadvancen entof
Can ad mn culturalprogran sand § itematmnalbod esworkigforthe protecton of cukural

d mersiy 1 aghbalecnony.

Thepast L, ACIR Awrnteto the Stand 1 gCon n ktee requesti gan oppo rtun iy to
partcipate 1 the pre-hearigprcessand to comm enton two Bsues:
e prposalsforad ustn entsto the taxatmn s/ sten to reflecttheworkngrealiy of
professsnalCanad B perfom & gansts, and
e theneed forthegovemn enttom aitail and enhance progran sand fund igfor

Canad mn fih and telev BB productsn.

I respectto the first Bsue, ACIR ABan en berofthe Canad mn Conference ofthe Artsand
suppo tsthe rsubn Bskn to the Stand 1 gCon n iitee concem 1 gthe taxatmn statuso f self-
en pbyed professonalartits. 1 Bver d ffoultto n ake ali i gasaprfessonalartit i
Can ada, due to thevagaresofthe mdustry and the un fartreatn entwe receme undertax
rukes.Pnviaigion e-backaveragi gwoull be ausefulsteptoward conrectigan hstoric
0 balan ce. Prov i 1 g taxexen pt statusforcopyrphtand otherartstc 1 con ewould gie
substan ce to the govemn ent SsupportofUNESQ) Sdeclaratmn on the statuso fthe art it.
Iwoull ensure thatourprfessonsbecon e an attractue careeropton and asaresuk, all

Can ad mn swoull ben efi culturaly and econon calk.



Thesubn Bsen wllfocuson the second Bsue:thegovemn entSuvestn ent 1 telev BB
producten,and § partcular, the govenmn ent Scontributen to the Canad in Telev BBn Fund
CTF). 1 BACIRASposimn thatthegovemn entn ust restore iscon tributen to the CTFto
the pre-203bud get kevel$100 n dlon and con n Eto § creasig isongo i goontributen by
an add kmnal22% .

Canad mn Telev Bn Fund

The CTF Ba publc/priate partn ersh pw kh an ann ualbud get o fappro xm atel $250 n dlon
suppo rted by Govemn entofCanada, cable con pan esand d rect-to-hon e satellie ser pe
proviers. L Ban idependent,non-prnficomoraten,govemed by aBoard ofDrectors

on prieed of represen tatiesfron the telev B8, cable, producten, fih and vileo

d Btribut®n mdustris, aswellasrepresen tatiesfron the Departn entofCan ad Bn Heriage
and Telefih Canada.

The CTF B i strun ental i the producton ofhigh qualiy,d stictrel Can ad mn

progran n igfortelev BBn. Sice iscreatsn 1 1996, the CTFhas suppo rted over 2600

pr jects, prnducign ore than 13,700 hoursofnew Can ad in telev 81 progran n 1 g 1 the
essentmlcategoresofdran a,varety, children sshows, docun entares, and perfom g arts
i B gleh, Fren ch and Abo rigi al lan guages. H i showssuch as 77 BHo urHas 22/ 1 utes,
Qb Squad, Trudeau, Da Vi cis g uest, Un gars, ur e fille, and Histo resde Filleswould not

have been n adewere knotforthe crical ivestn entofthe CTF.

0n February 18, 2203, the FederalGovemn entreduced isfiancmlcon n in entto the Fund
by $50 n dlmn overtwo years, exacerbati g an already precars usexisten ce for Can ad i

televBBn dran aprnductensand forthe Canad mn perfom §gartets. To dlustrate the “free
fall declie 1 Canad | telev BBn dran aprnductenscnsierthefolbw gz 1999there
were 12E1 glih-lan guage Can ad mn one-hourdran atcsereson ourtelev Bon screen and 1

203therewereon k four.



ACTR Aapprecrtesthat the ann ualprebud get con suktatmn sare an 1 po rtan tveh cle
through which Canad Bnscan con n un kate to the federalgovemn enttherproriesand
valuesasthenext budget sBdevebped. ACRR AScallforstable fund i g forthe CTFtouches
on the three then es i the Con n iitee Scallforcon n ents.

1) Eonon cgrowthand pbcreatsn

The nurturig of Canada § cuktural 1 dustres, for both eaxnon cand socel reason s,
hasbeen abng-stand 1 ggoalofthe federalgovemn ent. Stabk and bng-tem fundig
of the CTF n ust be restored and n aitamed to ensure ecwnon © growth and pb
creatan 1 the telev Ban productsn sectorofthe cukural 1 d ustries. Statstcs Can ada
has reported that, 1 1996/97 ¢he ktest year for whch data are avadabk), cukural
idustresrepresented 3.1% Qr$225billan)ofCanada SGDP. They als accounted for
ah 0st 641,000 en pbyees,or4.8% ,oftotalen pbyn ent. Federalspend 1 gon cukure
was$27 billan 1 1997/98,ah 0st8% bwerthan 1 199) /1.

Lastyear, the Fiance Com n Kktee reported thataccord 1 gto astudy by KPI G, the
CTFS3$20n dlen contributen to thebrnadcastigand productsn 1dustry resuked
inorethan $600 n dlen ¥ product®n actiily and 16,000 d rectand i d rect p bs.
Il oreover, the CTF suppo rtsm ore than 40% ofthe EnglBh and m ore than 50% ofthe
Fren ch-lan guage pro riy progran sthat br ad castersare requred by the Q TCto

n ake avallabk to Can ad Bn aud En ces.

2D lvestigi,and carigfor, alln en bersofCar al B S CEBly
Fund igofCanad in telev BBn dram aproductdn Ban avestn entforalln en bersof
Canad mn so cety. Afterskepigand worki g,watchigtelev Bbn Bthe chosen
acti iy ofm ostCanad mnsand themn ostpopularcho ceoftelev Bbn progrann 1g B
dran a.
Dran asgie Canad mn sthe pleasure to see then sebesand thervalueson
telvibn, reiforcigourcukuraland natsnalentiy. Bdeed, they are the
pri cple way that Can ad mn stelland share therstoriesw kh one another,
stren gthen igand enrchigthe brnadcastig g sten that liksCanad ensi a
connonnedun .Telvsdn dran aals albwsthe creatn iy ofwriersand d rectors



to be broughtto Iife though Can ad |n perfom §gartstswhere they can be shared

w ith Can ad B sacr ssthe coun try .

3) B sure thaturban, ruraland ren ote con n un EBsare desirabke pkces I wh ih to
lreand work, and n axi ke thercotribut#n to Car ada Spm speriy
Canad mn dran a sproduced on bcatmn throughout Canadaand con tributes
sin Feanth to bcaleconon esthrough pbcreatmn and spend i g. CTF-fun d ed
progran n igplysacricalnk 1 1 iRtaigprducten outsieofthe pricpal
producten centresofToronto,ll ontrealand Van cwuver. Forexan plke, 1 20102
7% ofthe CTFSavestn entwasn ade 1 AtlantcCanadaand 8% i the Pares @% ).

Them aprcentresfortelev Bbn productdn contiueto bell ontreal, Toronto and

Van o uwver. Stablke and bng-tem fundigoftelevsn producten w llhelp en sure
ontiued Bvestn ent i the 1 frastructure ofstud ssand otherfaclies i these

D portanteconon ccentres.W khoutathrrigdon estcproducton 1dustry, these
centresare partcularh vub erable to othereconon cand extemalforces. Toronto Ba
case 1 poit.Acoriigto thelntarm ll ed mDevebpn entCorporaten @l DC)over
the past decad e, the percentage of Canad ®n to non-Canad B productens i 0ntarm
(ornto)declied from 80% i 19920 40% 1§ 202wh e fore pn -ser e
productensicreased aversel durigthe san e pernd ®0% foremn /40 %

Canad mn ). ThBn ean sfewerand kessreward igacti g pbsforCan ad mn sas
foremn -sern e producten sfavourforemn actorsforpri cpaln ks. Th Bpasty ear,
thecon buaten ofahigherCanad mn do llarand the SAR Sepiien £hashad a
devastati g effecton thenum berofforemn prnductens i Tornto, threaten § g the
futuresofnun enusproduct®n con pan esand dran atecaly § pactigthe 1con es
ofperfom ersand thousandsofothersthatrel on the fih and TV 1 dustry.

Suppo 1t fo rthe CTF

I the Septen ber ssueof Carad & CQon n un atdy £ eportsCanad mn Rad m-Telev BB

Telecon m un catensConn Bsen @ TC)charCharlesDalfen .. “notesthat Canad Bn dran a



Baproriynot justfron anatenal entiy perspectie but also because & createsan

i frastructure 1 the country forotherproducten. A4 doagdran a, allthetradesand gulds
are engaged - actors, wriers, producersand so on. Icreatesexperence and pbsand the
abiiy to haveabiof i frastructure § the country thatyoucan buld upon and rel on. =
Dalfen also po Btsoutthatthe Q@ TCdoesnotcontro ltheam ountoffund i g contributed by
Heriiage Can ad a.

W Ehout the supportof progran ssuch asthe CTF, prrate broad castersan d producerswoull
nothave the resourcesto fiance d st cth Canad mn productons. A

PriceW aterhouseCoopersreportcon n Bsened by the CFTPAentiked Assessy ertofthe
Eanon ¢ 0l pactofthe Carad g Tekev 681 Bdustr noted that Fthe CTFwere eln 1 ated
br ad casterswould not be able to raiee the r licen ce feesto con pen sate forthe fiancig
gap created by the lack of CTFfund i gford sti cth Canad B0 progran n §gw ihout

sin Frantfaian celaon sequen ces. Thswoull also jeo pan ke the ab iy o f bro ad castersto
contiueto provieun guel Canad mn progran n 1 g, asproducerswoull be forced to

s lcinoreforemn faancagform ore export-orented progran n i g.

The CTFrecemed specicattenton § arecentreportofthe HouseofCommonsStand i g
Conm n iiteeon Canad Bn Heriiage entiled 0 urCulturalSovere iy ty -The Secvn d Cen tuty o f
Ca ald B Brmadcastr g. The Heriiage Con n #iteenoted thatthe CTF, despiie isproblen s,
hasbecon eakey elen ent 1 thefiancigofn any Canad mn productmn s. The Heriiage
Com n itee Sreportnoted that ProfessorCatheriell urray Sexan matmn ofthe Fund that:
“Anongallfiancig i strun entsto pron ote Can ad | productan, the CTF Bthe.. n ost

cultural 1 Esobjcties.”

Duri gthe Herkage Con n ktee Sheari gsw iin essesoften noted, however, that un certai ty
overthegovemn entSutentmnsforthe CTFd Boouragesplann i gand mvestn ent. The
Herkage Con n itee heard that Can ad | creatorsare dealigw kh afund 1 g sy sten aki to
ahouseofcards,whereone fund i1 g source that hasbeen awarded can be bst Fanother

source Bden Bd. The Con n Etee recon m endsthat the CTF be reco gn Eed by the



govemn entasan essentmlcon ponentofthe Canad Bn brnadcastigs/sten . The

recogn imn n ust iclude 1 creased and stablke, bng-tem fundig.

I short,therecon m endatmn ofthe Heriage Con n ktee wasver clear:

“The Com n &tee conden n sthe federalgovemm ent Sdecean to reduce iscon tributen to
the Canad mn Telev &80 Fund and urged the govemn entto reverse thisdecssn.”

Sun n ary

ACRA Bseekigaconn inentfrom thegovemn entto restore and enhan ce is
ontributen to the CTF § thenext bud get. The CTF Bcrial ¥ Can ad i -prod uced
progran n g, espechll dran aproduct®n swikh Can ad B perfom g artBts, are to

ontiueto be avallabk to Canad Bn v Bwers.

Govemn entassktanceofdon estictelev BBn dram aproduct®n s enotun g ue to the

Can ad Bn experin ce. European govemn entsasssetdon estctelev Bbn productons
through, an ongothervehcks,d rectfund i gfron the taxbase. Arguabl the Un ked States
and Bd mare probabl theon b countriesthatdonotd recth fund don estictelev BB
product®nsbecause therown don esticand exportn arketsare large enough to sustai
new product®nsw khoutgovemm ent avestn ent. The fact sthat 1 n any Euro pean
ountreswherethe govemn entprov iesd rectfundigfordon estcproducten,notabl
theUn ked Kigdon ,Gem any,and Fran ce aswellas 1 Australm, the top-10 telev BB
dran aseresweredon estcall produced. I sBalam m1gto notethat 1 Canada, there was
notoneEnglsh Canad mn dran atcseresan ongthetop10 1 203.Clearl ths
consequence Bnotdueto alackofCanad mn taknt, asevienced by thenun berof

Can ad Bn actorsthathave had to leave Canadato fad workand have becn e successful

itematmn al stars.

ACTR Areco gn kesthatd rect fund 1 gthrough the CTFabnewdlnotn agealy s be the

problen ofensurigasteady suppl ofdon estictelev Bbn dran aproductdns. Farand



effectie contentand wvestn entregulatmnsn ustbe ¥ posed by the R TC & con junctmn
w ih stablke and suffcentd rectgovemn entfund i gofthe CTF.

ACRR Asan en berofthe Canad mn Coalimn of Aud » VisualUn mn s CCAJ), whchn ade a
seresofrecon nendatons i isrepont 77e CrieE I Car ad B E) gligh Lay guage Dran a,
calligforregulato iy chan gesby the Q TCthatwould asskt 1 restoragproductsn of
telev BN dran as i Canada. ACTR A Bkeen to seethe Q TCn ove forward w kh appr priate
regulato ry m easuresto en co urage Can ad | telev B#n dran aproducten s.

Recommendatmn

ACTR Aurgesthe Fiance Com n iitee to recon n end thatthe govemn entprovie $12

n dlen annuall to the CTFasabase an ount fo rallfuture y ears.

Allo fwh ch Brespectfully subn kted.



