
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July  12, 20 0 5 

 

 

 

M s. Dian e R héaum e                                         VIA Em ail pro ced ure@ crtc.gc.ca 

Secretary  Gen eral  

Can ad ian  R ad io -telev isio n  an d   

Teleco m m un icatio n s Co m m issio n  

O ttawa, O n tario  K1A 0 N 2 

 

Dear M s. R héaum e, 

 

   

 R e: R e:  Applicatio n  by  Shaw  Pay -Per-View  Ltd . (Shaw) R eq uestin g a Sign ifican t 

R ed uctio n  in  its En glish-lan guage Terrestrial Pay -per-v iew  (PPV) Pro gram m in g 

U n d ertakin g’s Can ad ian  Pro gram m in g Expen d iture O bligatio n s &  Applicatio n  by  Shaw  

fo r Autho rity  to  Distribute its PPV Serv ice o n  a N atio n al Basis –  Bro ad castin g Public 

N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-55 –  Item  3 

 

 

1. Please accept this letter as a subm issio n  o f the Allian ce o f Can ad ian  Cin em a 

Telev isio n  an d  R ad io  Artists (ACTR A) co n cern in g Shaw’s licen ce ren ewal 

applicatio n  fo r its En glish-lan guage terrestrial pay -per-v iew  (PPV) serv ice licen sed  

to  serv e W estern  Can ad a.  As part o f this applicatio n , Shaw  pro po ses to  am en d  its 

licen ce in  o rd er to  sign ifican tly  red uce its spen d in g o n  Can ad ian  pro gram m in g.  

Shaw  also  seeks autho rity  to  d istribute its PPV serv ice o n  a n atio n al basis. 

 

2. ACTR A represen t the in terests o f pro fessio n al perfo rm ers w o rkin g in  the En glish 

lan guage m ed ia in  ev ery  regio n  o f Can ad a.  ACTR A’s prin cipal fun ctio n  is lo o kin g 

after the co llectiv e bargain in g n eed s o f the m o re than  21,0 0 0  m em bers an d  

o thers, who se perfo rm an ces in  m o v ies, telev isio n  pro gram s, so un d  reco rd in gs 

an d  d igital m ed ia en tertain , ed ucate an d  in fo rm  Can ad ian s an d  glo bal aud ien ces. 

 

3. ACTR A fully  suppo rts the subm issio n  an d  reco m m en d atio n s o f the Directo r Guild  

o f Can ad a (DGC) in  respect  o f the applicatio n  by  Shaw  in   Bro ad castin g Public 

N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-55 –  Item  3.  
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4. W e subm it that Co m m issio n  sho uld  d en y  Shaw’s applicatio n  to  red uce its 

Can ad ian  pro gram m in g expen d iture o bligatio n s to  5%  o f gro ss rev en ues.  

Appro v al o f Shaw’s applicatio n  will hav e a sign ifican t n egativ e im pact o n  

Can ad ian  pro gram m in g.  W e suppo rt the calculatio n s stated  in  the subm issio n  o f 

the DGC that, the lo ss to  suppo rt o f Can ad ian  pro gram m in g w o uld  likely  be in  

excess o f $1 m illio n . Shaw  has been  pro v id in g suppo rt to  Can ad ian  pro gram m in g 

sin ce the in ceptio n  o f its PPV un d ertakin g  an d  sho uld  be  req uired  as a co n d itio n  

o f ren ewal to  co n tin ue to   suppo rt Can ad ian  pro gram m in g an d  the Can ad ian  

bro ad castin g sy stem . N o  further d epletio n  o f the curren t lev els o f suppo rt to  

Can ad ian  pro gram m in g sho uld  be perm itted .  The Co m m issio n   sho uld  d en y  this  

applicatio n , as it d id  in  Decisio n  99-43 when  the licen see o f this PPV serv ice 

m ad e the sam e applicatio n , based  o n  the sam e argum en ts.  W e respectfully  

req uest the Co m m issio n  d en y  this applicatio n  

W e than k y o u fo r this o ppo rtun ity  to  pro v id e y o u with o ur co m m en ts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen  W ad d ell, N atio n al Executiv e Directo r, ACTR A 

 

c.c 


