
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 26, 20 0 5 

 

Ho n . Liza Frulla 

M in ister o f Can ad ian  Heritage an d  

M in ister R espo n sible fo r the Status o f W o m en   

Ho use o f Co m m o n s  

O ttawa, O N    K1A 0 A6 

 

Dear M in ister, 

O n  behalf o f the 23,0 0 0  m em bers o f ACTR A (Allian ce o f Can ad ian  Cin em a, Telev isio n  

an d  R ad io  Artists), I w o uld  like to  than k y o u fo r the Go v ern m en t’s seco n d  respo n se to  

the repo rt o f the Stan d in g Co m m ittee o n  Can ad ian  Heritage en titled  O ur Cultural 

So v ereign ty  (the ‘Lin co ln  R epo rt’). 

I am  w ritin g to  urge y o u to  act o n  o n e o f the m o st critical reco m m en d atio n s in  the 

Lin co ln  R epo rt, specifically  5.13 - that thro ugh an  O rd er in  Co un cil, the Go v ern m en t 

sho uld  d irect the CR TC to  rev iew  an d  am en d  its 1999 Telev isio n  Po licy .  

As y o u kn o w , ACTR A to gether with o ur co lleagues in  the CCAU  (Co alitio n  o f Can ad ian  

Aud io -v isual U n io n s) hav e been  giv in g v o ice to  the tho usan d s o f Can ad ian  creato rs an d  

perfo rm ers who  can n o t m ake a liv in g in  this co un try  because o f the d isastro us situatio n  

created  by  the CR TC’s 1999 Telev isio n  Po licy .  

Dram a co n sisten tly  co m m an d s the m o st v iewers o f an y  gen re o f TV pro gram m in g. W e 

kn o w  the po wer o f d ram a because Can ad a’s priv ate bro ad casters spen d  m o re m o n ey  

buy in g U .S. d ram a pro gram m in g than  an y  o ther gen re. In  fact, Can ad a’s En glish-

lan guage priv ate bro ad casters spen d  fo ur tim es m o re o n  Am erican  pro gram m in g than  

they  d o  o n  En glish-lan guage d ram a.  W itho ut regulatio n s that req uire expen d iture an d  

exhibitio n  o f Can ad ian  En glish-lan guage d ram a, Can ad a’s priv ate bro ad casters will 

co n tin ue to  fill their prim e tim e sched ules with U .S. pro gram m in g an d  flaun t the spirit 

an d  in ten t o f Can ad a’s Bro ad castin g Act. 

The Go v ern m en t’s respo n se to  the Lin co ln  R epo rt co n tain s a n um ber o r referen ces to  

the im po rtan ce o f regulatio n  as a key  to  m ain tain in g the pro v isio n  o f an d  access to  

Can ad ian  co n ten t. The respo n se also  iterates that the ro le o f the CR TC is to  m ake an d  

en fo rce regulatio n s to  achiev e the o bjectiv es o f the Bro ad castin g Act.  

I am  v ery  pleased  that the first pillar o f the Go v ern m en t’s respo n se fo cuses o n  Can ad ian  



 

 

co n ten t. Eq ually , I am  en co uraged  that it is the Go v ern m en t’s in ten tio n  to  put m o re 

em phasis o n  high q uality  Can ad ian  co n ten t that reaches wid e aud ien ces. 

It is un d er the seco n d  pillar o f the Go v ern m en t’s respo n se that w e ho pe that the 

Go v ern m en t will act to  d irect the CR TC thro ugh an  O rd er in  Co un cil to  repair the d am age 

d o n e by  the d ev astatin g 1999 Telev isio n  Po licy  by  rev iewin g the Po licy  an d  rein statin g 

d ram a co n ten t an d  expen d iture req uirem en ts o n  Can ad a’s priv ate bro ad casters. This 

w o uld  be in  keepin g with the pro cess the Go v ern m en t o utlin es in  its respo n se to  Lin co ln  

req uirin g the CR TC to  sy stem atically  rev iew  its regulato ry  po licies an d  regulatio n s to  

en sure that they  are achiev in g their stated  go als an d  o bjectiv es.  

The tim e to  rev iew  the 1999 Telev isio n  Po licy  is n o w . Daily , Can ad a’s best an d  brightest 

perfo rm ers an d  creato rs are bein g fo rced  to  leav e the co un try  because there is n o  

m ean in gful w o rk fo r them  here. An d  tho se that stay  behin d  are un able to  fin d  ro les an d  

pro jects that allo w  them  to  earn  a liv in g in  their pro fessio n .  

Yo u an d  y o ur Cabin et co lleagues hav e the po wer to  m ake the po sitiv e chan ges 

n ecessary  to  sav e En glish-lan guage d ram a pro gram m in g. O n  behalf o f ACTR A’s 

m em bers, I urge y o u an d  the Cabin et to  o rd er the CR TC to  rev iew  the 1999 Telev isio n  

Po licy . O n ce that rev iew  is o rd ered , ACTR A an d  its co lleagues represen tin g the creato rs 

an d  perfo rm ers o f Can ad a will d em an d  that the CR TC scrap its ill-fated  1999 Telev isio n  

Po licy  an d  rein state d ram a co n ten t an d  expen d iture req uirem en ts o n  Can ad a’s priv ate 

bro ad casters.  

Than k y o u. 

 

 

 

Stephen  W ad d ell 

N atio n al Executiv e Directo r 


