
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Septem ber 12, 20 0 5 

 

M s. Dian e R héaum e                                         VIA Em ail pro ced ure@ crtc.gc.ca 

Secretary  Gen eral  

Can ad ian  R ad io -telev isio n  an d   

Teleco m m un icatio n s Co m m issio n  

O ttaw a, O n tario  K1A 0 N 2 

 

Dear M s. R héaum e, 

 

R e: Bro ad castin g Public N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-8 0 ; the O n tario  Ed ucatio n al Co m m un icatio n s 

Autho rity  (CICA-TV)  

 

1. This is the subm issio n  o f the Allian ce o f Can ad ian  Cin em a Telev isio n  an d  R ad io  

Artists (ACTR A) in  the m atter o f Bro ad castin g Public N o tice CR TC Bro ad castin g Public 

N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-8 0  The O n tario  Ed ucatio n al Co m m un icatio n s Autho rity  (CICA-TV) 

 

2. ACTR A’s prin cipal fun ctio n  is lo o kin g after the co llectiv e bargain in g n eed s o f the 

m o re than  21,0 0 0  m em bers an d  o thers, w ho se perfo rm an ces in  m o v ies, telev isio n  

pro gram s, so un d  reco rd in gs an d  d igital m ed ia en tertain , ed ucate an d  in fo rm  

Can ad ian s an d  glo bal aud ien ces.  ACTR A an d  its pred ecesso r o rgan izatio n s hav e 

represen ted  the in terests o f pro fessio n al perfo rm ers w o rkin g in  the En glish 

lan guage m ed ia in  ev ery  regio n  o f Can ad a fo r o v er sixty  y ears. 

 

3. ACTR A m em bers hav e a v ital stake in  Can ad a’s cultural future an d  ben efit 

pro fessio n ally  w hen  w o rk o ppo rtun ities are stro n g.  They  also  believ e passio n ately  

that Can ad a n eed s a stro n g Can ad ian  presen ce w herev er en tertain m en t an d  

in fo rm atio n  serv ices are created  an d  ho wev er these are pro v id ed  to  Can ad ian s.  W e 

believ e in  o ur o w n  creativ ity ; o ur capability  to  tell an d  perfo rm  o ur o w n  sto ries.  It is 

this belief that m o tiv ates ACTR A’s participatio n  in  the public pro cesses abo ut the 

future o f Can ad ian  telev isio n , film  an d  o ther m ed ia that m ake up the cultural 

in d ustries. 

 

4. In  the past fo ur y ears, ACTR A an d  its m em bers hav e been  in  the fo refro n t o f the 

cam paign  to  rev erse the precipito us d eclin e in  the av ailability  o f d o m estically  

pro d uced  En glish lan guage telev isio n  d ram a.  W e hav e raised  this issue publicly , 

with po litician s an d  w ith the Co m m issio n .  There is an  o n go in g crisis in  En glish 

lan guage telev isio n  d ram a that req uires urgen t an d  im m ed iate actio n  an d  therefo re 

red ucin g Can ad ian  co n ten t particularly  in  respect o f a public bro ad caster w o uld  n o t 

set a preced en t that w o uld  n o t ben efit the bro ad castin g sy stem  as a w ho le o r 
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pro v id e an y  m easurable assistan ce to  stem  the crisis in  En glish lan guage telev isio n  

d ram a. To  the co n trary  such a preced en t co uld  likely  co n tribute to  a further d eclin e 

in  En glish lan guage Can ad ian  telev isio n  d ram a.  

 

5. The O n tario  Ed ucatio n al Co m m un icatio n s Autho rity  (TVO ) has applied  to  am en d  its 

licen ce fo r En glish-lan guage telev isio n  pro gram m in g un d ertakin g an d  pro po ses to  

replace the co n d itio n  o f licen ce req uirin g it to  bro ad cast a m in im um  o v erall lev el o f 

65%  Can ad ian  pro gram m in g each bro ad cast d ay  with a m in im um  o v erall lev el o f 

60 %  Can ad ian  pro gram m in g each bro ad cast d ay .  TVO  claim s that a m in im um  o f 

60 %  Can ad ian  co n ten t o v er the bro ad cast d ay  will brin g its o bligatio n  in  lin e with 

m o st o ther bro ad casters in  Can ad a, in clud in g all o ther ed ucatio n al bro ad casters. 

 

6. TVO  m ad e a sim ilar applicatio n  fo ur y ears ago  an d  red uced  its Can ad ian  co n ten t 

o bligatio n  fro m  75%  Can ad ian  Co n ten t to  65% .  

 

7. TVO  states that the 5%  red uctio n  w ill pro v id e the flexibility  n eed ed  to  in v est m o re in  

n ew , high q uality  Can ad ian  pro gram s thro ugho ut the bro ad cast d ay  specifically  

child ren ’s ed ucatio n al pro gram m in g.  

 

8 . ACTR A is  sy m pathetic to  TVO ’s o bjectiv e to  in v est m o re in  high q uality  Can ad ian  

pro gram s specifically   child ren ’s pro gram s ho wev er we d o  n o t  believ e that  ev en  

this n o ble an   o bjectiv e is  cause to   further  red uce its Can ad ian  co n ten t o bligatio n s. 

Further w e co n sid er that Can ad ian  ed ucatio n al bro ad casters sho uld  be o bliged  to  

m eet a higher stan d ard  o f co n ten t req uirem en t an d  as such 60 %  is to o  lo w .       

  

9. ACTR A req uests that the Co m m issio n  d en y  TVO ’s req uest. W e believ e that the 

o bjectiv e o f in v estin g in  m o re high q uality  Can ad ian  pro gram s, specifically  

child ren ’s pro gram s can  be acco m plished  thro ugh an  in crease in  fun d in g an d  n o t at 

the expen se o f Can ad ian  co n ten t.   

 

 W e than k y o u fo r this o ppo rtun ity  to  pro v id e y o u with o ur co m m en ts.   

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen  W ad d ell, N atio n al Executiv e Directo r, ACTR A 

 

c.c. 

 The O n tario  Ed ucatio n al Co m m un icatio n s Autho rity  (CICA-TV) 

 218 0  Yo n ge Street 

To ro n to , O n tario  

M 4T 2T1 

Fax: (416) 48 4-2732 

E-M ail: bd im o ck@ tv o n tario .o rg 

 

 

-En d  o f Do cum en t - 


