
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Septem ber 27, 20 0 5 

 

M s. Dian e R héaum e                                         VIA Em ail pro ced ure@ crtc.gc.ca 

Secretary  Gen eral  

Can ad ian  R ad io -telev isio n  an d   

Teleco m m un icatio n s Co m m issio n  

O ttaw a, O n tario  K1A 0 N 2 

 

Dear M s. R héaum e, 

 

R e: Bro ad castin g Public N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-8 2   Call fo r co m m en ts o n  a regulato ry  fram ew o rk fo r 

m o bile bro ad castin g serv ices  

 

 

1. This is the  reply  o f the Allian ce o f Can ad ian  Cin em a Telev isio n  an d  R ad io  Artists (ACTR A) 

to  co m m en ts in  the m atter o f Bro ad castin g Public N o tice CR TC 20 0 5-8 2: Call fo r 

co m m en ts o n  a regulato ry  fram ew o rk fo r m o bile bro ad castin g serv ices.  

 

2. ACTR A replies to  co m m en ts subm itted  by  o ther in terested  parties in  the m atter o f the 

pro po sal by  TELU S M o bility  (TELU S), Bell M o bility  In c. (Bell), R o gers W ireless In c. 

(R o gers) an d  LO O K Co m m un icatio n s In c. (LO O K) to  pro v id e m o bile telev isio n  

bro ad castin g serv ices in  ad d itio n  to   its co m m en ts subm itted   to  the  Co m m issio n  

Septem ber 12, 20 0 5 .   

3. As we had  n o ted  in  o ur in itial co m m en ts, ACTR A an d  its m em bers hav e been  in  the 

fo refro n t o f the cam paign  to  rev erse the precipito us d eclin e in  the av ailability  o f 

d o m estically  pro d uced  En glish lan guage telev isio n  d ram a.   There is an  o n go in g crisis in  

En glish lan guage telev isio n  d ram a that req uires urgen t an d  im m ed iate actio n , an d  ev ery  

appro priate CR TC pro cess sho uld  be d irected  at rev ersin g this tren d . Therefo re gran tin g 

exem ptio n s to  licen sin g to  M o bileTV bro ad castin g d istributio n  un d ertakin gs w o uld  n o t 

ben efit the bro ad castin g sy stem  as a w ho le an d  w o uld  n o t pro v id e an y  m easurable 

assistan ce to  stem  the crisis in  En glish lan guage telev isio n  d ram a. W e w ish to  reiterate 

that exem ptin g m o bile bro ad castin g serv ices fro m  regulatio n  w o uld  likely  co n tribute to  

a further d eclin e in  En glish lan guage Can ad ian  telev isio n  d ram a an d  at the v ery  least 

perpetuate a series o f n egativ e preced en ts in  w hich co n ten t o bligatio n s hav e been  

d rastically  red uced  o r alto gether exem pt fo r n ew  techn o lo gies an d  n ew  m ed ia 

applicatio n s. W e hav e raised  this issue publicly , with po litician s an d  with the 

Co m m issio n . 

4. O ur rev iew  o f  the  co m m en ts subm itted  to  the Co m m issio n  co n v in ces us that the 

Co m m issio n  m ust re exam in e the  N ew  M ed ia Exem ptio n  o rd er. It is v ery  clear fro m  the  
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co m m en ts subm itted  that  there is n o  clear un d erstan d in g  o f the  n ature o f these 

serv ices an d  to  in tro d uce M o bile TV in  an  un regulated  bro ad castin g en v iro n m en t w o uld  

set a preced en t that will lead  to  further co n fusio n   an d  un certain ty   w hen   the n ext n ew  

techn o lo gy  applicatio n  is in tro d uced .  

5. In  regard  to   specific co m m en ts we n o te that the m ajo rity  o f o ther in terested  parties d o  

n o t agree with the co m m en ts subm itted  by  SaskTel that m o bile serv ices are n o t 

bro ad castin g. W e reject the  co m m en ts o f  the  CAB, Glo bal, CHU M  an d  Pelm o rex in   

respect o f a pro po sal fo r a n ew  “experim en tal”  exem ptio n  o rd er fo r m o bile  

bro ad casters. W e believ e that this  appro ach  is  m erely  d elay in g the  in ev itable n eed  to  

rev iew  the  bro ad cast po licy  in   regard  to  n ew  techn o lo gies to  en sure  that  the  po licy   

o bserv es the  spirit  as  w ell  as the  pith an d   substan ce o f  the  Bro ad castin g  Act. 

6. ACTR A co n curs with the  co m m en ts o f Frien d s o f  Can ad ian   Bro ad castin g, CFTPA, 

SO CAN , CIR PA , CR IA,  an d  the subm issio n s fro m  the Q uebec asso ciatio n s in   respect o f  

their reco m m en d atio n s that  the  n ew  m ed ia exem ptio n  o rd er sho uld  be  rev iewed  an d  

that  issues o f  n ew  techn o lo gy  sho uld  be m o re  tho ro ughly   exam in ed  than  is the case 

in  this  pro cess regard in g m o bile TV serv ices. W e n o te fo r  the  Co m m issio n   that  this  

was  the  reco m m en d atio n   o f  the all  party   Parliam en tary  Co m m ittee o n  Can ad ian   

Heritage in  its  repo rt O ur Cultural So v ereign ty , The Seco n d  Cen tury  o f Can ad ian  

Bro ad castin g  (Lin co ln  R epo rt)  

7. W e than k y o u fo r this o ppo rtun ity  to  pro v id e y o u with o ur  further co m m en ts in  reply . W e 

w o uld  be pleased  to  appear befo re the Co m m issio n  at a public hearin g fo r the M o bileTV 

serv ices an d  w elco m e the o ppo rtun ity  to  participate in  a n ew  m ed ia po licy  rev iew . 

Than k y o u. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen  W ad d ell, N atio n al Executiv e Directo r, ACTR A 

 

-En d  o f Do cum en t - 


