
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ho n . Liza Frulla 

M in ister o f Can ad ian  Heritage an d  

M in ister respo n sible fo r the Status o f W o m en   

Ho use o f Co m m o n s  

O ttawa, O n tario   

K1A 0 A6 

 

Dear M s. Frulla, 

 

O n  behalf o f the 23,0 0 0  m em bers o f the Allian ce o f Can ad ian  Cin em a, Telev isio n  an d  

R ad io  Artists (ACTR A), I’d  like to  than k y o u fo r the stro n g in itiativ e y o u hav e sho w n  in  

im pro v in g perfo rm ers’ rights in  co py right.  The Go v ern m en t’s statem en t o n  co py right 

refo rm  tabled  last Thursd ay  is welco m e n ews to  all o f Can ad a’s pro fessio n al perfo rm ers, 

particularly  tho se w ho se perfo rm an ces are reco rd ed  o n  so un d  reco rd in gs.  

It is go o d  n ews that at last the pro cess o f d raftin g am en d m en ts to  the Co py right Act will 

begin .  Fin ally , Can ad a will be in  a po sitio n  to  ratify  the W IPO  Perfo rm an ces an d  

Pho n o gram s Treaty  (W PPT), an d  the W IPO  Co py right Treaty  (W CT), bo th o f w hich treaties 

are crucial fo r perfo rm ers an d  o ther rights ho ld ers.  R atificatio n  o f these tw o  treaties is 

critical if Can ad a is to  m eet the challen ges an d  realize the ben efits o f the In tern et an d  

electro n ic m ed ia d istributio n .   

U n fo rtun ately , perfo rm ers hav e been  the last o f all the creativ e co m m un ity  to  receiv e 

im po rtan t an d  n ecessary  rights un d er co py right law . ACTR A has been  a lead in g 

pro po n en t o f perfo rm ers’ rights in  m o v ies, telev isio n  an d  aud io v isual m ed ia at bo th the 

in tern atio n al lev el in  Gen ev a as well as here in  Can ad a. N o w  that the tw o  W IPO  treaties 

will beco m e part o f Can ad ian  law , o ur m em bers will lo o k fo rward  to  assistin g y o u an d  

y o ur d epartm en t with the n ext im po rtan t am en d m en ts to  the Co py right Act –  

am en d m en ts that will giv e perfo rm ers n ew  rights in  aud io v isual m ed ia they  so  

d esperately  n eed  in  to d ay ’s glo bal d igital en v iro n m en t. N ew  rights in  co py right fo r 

perfo rm ers will m ake o ur creativ e co m m un ity  stro n ger an d  ben efit Can ad ian  culture an d  

o ur n atio n al id en tity . 

Than k y o u. 

 

Stephen  W ad d ell 

N atio n al Executiv e Directo r   



 

 

 

 


